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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member:  Switzerland 

If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2):   

	2.
	Agency responsible:  Federal Office of Public Health (FOPH)
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above:  
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO)
Holzikofenweg 36

CH-3006 Bern

Email:  tbt@seco.admin.ch
Fax:  +41 31 324 09 58

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [   ], 5.6.2 [   ], 5.7.1 [   ], other:  

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable):  Cigarettes

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document:  Draft revision of the Ordinance of 27 October 2004 on Tobacco Products (RS 817.06); (5 pages, in German/French/Italian).

	6.
	Description of content:  
-
The revision introduces a safety requirement for cigarettes: the ignition propensity 
must be reduced that no more than 25% of the cigarettes burn through their whole 
length. The safety level has to comply with the state of the scientific and technical 
knowledge.
-
The revision also introduces two annexes. One of these annexes defines already 
introduced standards regarding emissions on tar, nicotine and carbon monoxide.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable:  Safety and health; the measure shall reduce the number of death and injuries due to fires caused by cigarettes. A study ordered by FOPH showed that 12 persons die every year from fires caused by tobacco in Switzerland. The new regulation is in compliance with the regulation in the European Community (Decision 2008/264/CE, Implementing Decision 2011/496/UE)

	8.
	Relevant documents:  
-
Ordinance of 27 October 2004 on Tobacco Products (RS 817.06); 
German/French/Italian:  http://www.admin.ch/ch/d/sr/c817_06.html 
-
Federal Act of 9 October 1992 on Foodstuffs and Utility Articles (RS 817.0); 
German/French/Italian:  http://www.admin.ch/ch/f/rs/c817_0.html

English:  http://www.admin.ch/ch/e/rs/c817_0.html
-
For further information:

http://www.bag.admin.ch/themen/lebensmittel/04865/05022/12510/index.html?lang=de

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption:  

Proposed date of entry into force:  
	
	Summer 2012

	10.
	Final date for comments:  1 May 2012

	11.
	Text available from:  National enquiry point [X], or address, telephone and fax numbers, e-mail and web-site addresses, if available of the other body:  http://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2012/tbt/CHE/12_0705_00_f.pdf
http://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2012/tbt/CHE/12_0705_00_x.pdf
http://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2012/tbt/CHE/12_0705_00_x2.pdf


. /. 

